
Wisconsin’s Strategy for Wildlife Species of Greatest Conservation Need  
 

Appendix F.  Letters of Support 
 
This appendix includes several letters in support of the Strategy that were sent Wisconsin’s Natural 
Resources Board in August 2005.  Attached are letters from: 
 

• Madison Audubon Society 
• Milwaukee Public Museum 
• Natural Resources Foundation 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• The Ruffed Grouse Society 
• University of Wisconsin – Madison, Wildlife Ecology 
• USDA Forest Service 
• USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
• Trout Unlimited 
• WE Energies and Wisconsin Society for Ornithology 
• Wisconsin Association of Lakes 
• Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

 
 
 



Madison Audubon Society, Inc. 
222 S. Hamilton St., Suite #1 
Madison, WI 53703-3201 
--Making Time for Birds 
 
 
11 August 2005 
 
Gerald M. O’Brien, Chair 
Wisconsin Natural Resources Board 
Box 228 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 
 
Re: Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan 
 
Dear Chairman O’Brien:  
 
The Madison Audubon Society and the Wisconsin Audubon Council have closely followed 
and participated in conservation planning and funding opportunities for habitat and species 
work in Wisconsin for many years. Most recently I have served on the advisory committee 
for the implementation of the Land Legacy Report and on the advisory committee for the 
Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan. I also participated in the recent State Wildlife 
Grant review process, and I currently chair the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative 
(WBCI), a group of 148 partners working together on behalf of Wisconsin’s birds. 
 
Audubon and the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative support the Comprehensive 
Wildlife Conservation Plan (CWCP), otherwise known as “Wisconsin’s Strategy for 
Wildlife Species of Greatest Conservation Need”, and urge that the Board submit the Plan 
to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for review.  
 
The CWCP has been through a long and thorough process of input from numerous experts 
along with many hours of discussion at meetings and during public input. WBCI was 
particularly interested in following the CWCP process and staying well-informed about all 
the steps required for it, as we had begun our “All-Bird Plan” prior to the CWCP effort. 
The All-Bird Plan will be more comprehensive (for birds), but because it was done in 
tandem with the CWCP, the two will be compatible.  
 
The Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan has captured a huge amount of 
information from existing plans and work that has gone before (such as the Biodiversity 
Report and many other management and master plans that have been done over the years), 
melding it with new information about priority species and habitats and more, then 
incorporating it all into one resource. By making it an online document, the large amount 
of information that is in the CWCP is, literally, at our fingertips. While I haven’t read 
every word of the CWCP as I did with the Land Legacy Report, I tried following several 
species of interest through the document and found that that accessing the information and 
related information was quick and easy.  
 



It is easy to see at a glance what the priorities are and where efforts can best be focused, 
which will be useful in helping direct and leverage dollars, both State Wildlife Grants and 
matching funds, to where they will do the most good. One way the CWCP will do this is 
by enhancing the formation of partnerships in developing ways to restore species, habitats, 
and landscape-scale projects by providing the means to connect and communicate with 
other organizations and agencies who share interests in working in various parts of the 
state. 
 
We are looking forward to having the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Plan  
approved and then taking the next steps in Wisconsin of actually using the Plan for 
management strategies and on-the-ground work of restoring species. This should definitely 
not be a plan that sits on a shelf, but one that is actively used. One step in getting word out 
will be to develop outreach materials for the general public. Our hope is that all managers 
of land, but especially DNR land managers, will use the large amount of good information 
that the plan encompasses. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
  
Karen Etter Hale 
Chair, Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative 
Executive Secretary, Madison Audubon Society 
2nd Vice President, Wisconsin Audubon Council 
 
cc: members of the Natural Resources Board 
 Secretary Scott Hassett 

Signe Holtz 
 Jill Mrotek 
 



 



 



 



 



From: SCOTT R CRAVEN [srcraven@facstaff.wisc.edu] 
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2005 11:49 AM 
To: Lemberger, Amy J 
Cc: Holtz, Signe L; Mrotek, Jill 
Subject: support for CWCP 
 
 
 
To: Chairman O'Brien and the Natural Resources Board 
From: Scott Craven, Professor and Chair, Dept of Wildlife Ecology, UW- Madison 
Re: Support for the CWCP document 
 
At the next NRB meeting in Spooner you will have an opportunity to approve the Comprehensive Wildlife 
Conservation Plan document, thus clearing the way for the Plan to be sent on for federal approval. I have 
been involved in the process of plan development since the first meeting of the "plan team" about 18 months 
ago. I urge your approval of the plan. It is the result of a massive planning effort on a complex topic involving 
many species. A lot of highly dedicated, thoughtful people in and out of the DNR put a tremendous amount 
of effort into the plan and it shows. The document will lead to much needed federal funds for use in 
Wisconsin and it will serve to guide management efforts and as a reference document for many years to 
come.  
Thank you for your support of the species in most need of attention. 
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Wisconsin Department of Transportation
www.dot.wisconsin.gov

Jim Doyle
Governor

Frank J. Busalacchi

Secretary
Office of the Secretary
4802 Sheboygan Ave., Rm. 120B
P.O. Box 7910
Madison, WI 53707-7910

August 29, 2005
Telephone: 608-266-1113
FAX: 608-266-9912
E-Mail: sec.exec@dot.state.wLus

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Board
PO Box 7921
Madison WI 53707

Dear Chairman O'Brien and Board Members:

We have reviewed the strategy written for the State Wildlife Grants program that
came before you in your August meeting.

We are encouraged to see DNR develop strategies to proactively conserve
wildlife before they are listed as Endangered or Threatened, and to attract federal
money to help toward that same end. We understand that this plan does not
answer all questions but we also understand no document could in any
reasonable time frame. Given our knowledge on many species, the strategy is
well thought out and is a prudent first step toward reducing future listed species.

WisDOT spends several million dollars each year to mitigate or avoid listed
species. But neither Wisconsin DNR nor WisDOT can do all that is needed to
protect some species from population declines. We welcome the
encouragement of partnerships contained in this plan, at the local and state level,
and public and private sectors.

This State Wildlife Grants plan and program will establish an essential foundation
for the future of wildlife conservation in Wisconsin. This plan outlines a beginning
to conserve species before serious declines, and greater costs for recovery
occur. Thank you for the opportunity to participate and offer our support for this
strategy.

Sincerely,

o/-AAd-~.~.
Frank I"Busalacchi
Secretary

cc: Jill Mrotek - DNR-Northeast Region
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